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ON PROFANITY. 

Profane swearing is a vice so entirely without ex- 
cuse, so low, so vulgar, so contemptible and so wicked, 
that it would be offering an insuk to my young readers 
to suppose them ever guilty of it. 
less vice is yet too prevalent among the extremely 


ignorant and abandoned, whom it is your duty to in- 


struct by the purity of your example, and as it occa- 
sionally disgraces the conversation of a few persons, 
whose situation in life, and whose character in other 
respects, might render their example dangerous to 
you, a few cautionary remarks may not be improper. 

Thisodious practice is inconsistent with the charac- 
ter of a good citizen, because it has a direct tendency 
to defeat the administration of justice, and to destroy 
the security of life, liberty and property. 

It is inconsistent with the character of a patriot, 
because it tends to demoralize and degrade us as a 
nation, and prepare us to pull down the fair fabric of 
our freedom, and yield our necks to the yoke of a 
despot. 

It is inconsistent with the character of a man of 
sense, for such a man will always begin to doubt what 
is unnecessarily sworn to. 

It is inconsistent with the character of a gentleman, 
because it is adopting the manners of the lowest vul- 
gar, and an insuit to every conscientious man. 

It is inconsistent with the character of a man of 


~ truth, for he must doubt his own word who thinks it 


requir es to be confirmed by an oath. : 

It is inconsistent with the character of a man of any 
species of religion, or sense of moral obligation, for 
he who will continually express his contempt for the 
Supreme Ruler of the universe, his creator, preser- 
ver and benefactor, will leave his fellow-men in quiet 
possession of their property, their lives and their rep- 
ntation, from motives on which it is unreasonable to 
place much reliance. 

This vice is so totally repugnant to the christian 
character that they are not to be named together. A 
swearing christian is a solecism. We might as well 
talk of an honest knave or an immoral patriot. 
Sass ~- 


THE LAND SERPENT. 
1 letter from an English gentleman in 
the East-Indies, to his friend in Eng- 
land, giving an account of the Ana- 
onda, a great land serpent, and of his 
manner of seizing and killing his 
prey. (CONTINUED. ) : 
The next morning we assembled to 
the number of 100 at the thicket before 
mentioned, where we had the pleasure 
(if IT may call it so) to find our enemy 
at his former post. ‘The natives say 
that when one of these creatures chooses 
a tree for his habitation, he seldom quits 
it yery soon. ‘The serpent seemed very 
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hungry and very fierce this morning. 
We soon saw the effect of both. A t- 
ger of a large size happened to pass un- 
der the serpent’s tree soon after our ar- 
rival. ‘The serpent instantly dropped 
upon the tiger, and scizing him, with 
his horrible. mouth, across ‘the back, a 
little below the shoulders, bit out a 
piece of his back larger than a man’s 
head. The tiger roared with agony, and 
to our great terror, ran with his enemy 
towards our retreat. His course, how- 
ever, was soon stopped ; for his nimble 
adversary, winding himself three or 
four times round the body of the tiger, 
girded him so violently that he soon Tell 
to the ground. ‘The moment the ser- 
pent had fixed his folds, he let go the 
tiger’s back, and twining -round his 
sieek: opened a horrid mouth to its full 
extent, and took in the whole face of the 
tiver, biting, grinding and choking him 
at the same time. Upon this the tiger 
reared himself up again. Words ean- 
not describe his seeming agony. He 
struggled and tossed about, but all in 

vain. His enemy was with him wher-. 
ever he went. The hollow roaring from 
within the devourer’s mouth was dread- 
ful beyond expression. | was for firing 
at the monster at this moment; but al! 
declared against it. ‘They told me we 
might be sure of bien without trouble or 
haz: wd, if we let him alone ; but, if dis- 
turbed in this condition, he would te 
so outrageous, that several of our lives 
would surely pay the forfeit. 

Several of us spent the whole day im 
observing this conflict. Though the 
tyger was 5 unable essentially to injure or 
escape from his cruel enemy, yet, being 
a strong and fierce animal, he gave him 
a great deal of trouble. A hundred 
times would he rear up and run a little 
way; but being oppressed by the weight, 





and close girt by the folds of the Serpent, 








he would soon fall down again. 
he often fell, he was far from being con- 
quered. ‘lowards evening he seemed 
so much spent that he lay as if dead. 
Lhe Serpent was stillactive. Nature, it 
seems, informs this animal, that though 
he can conquer large creatures, he can 
by no means devour them, as their 
bodies are too thick for his swallow, un 
til he has broken their bones and reduced 
them to a soft mass. ‘This he attempt- 
ed to do by girding himself. with man) 
folds, firmly round the tyger’s body, ane 
pressing with great force. As this 
proved ineffectual, he twisted his tai: 
round the tyger’s neck, and his own 
neck round the tree, dragging the tyger 
after him with great exertion. He then 
seized the tyger, now almost unable to 
“stand, by the back, and set him on his 
lers against the trunk of the tree ; and 
winding himself round the ty wer and the 
tree, he eirded both with all his might. 
The ribs soon began to give way. The 
Serpent repeated these exertions until 
he had broken all the ribs and legs in 
four or five different places. The poor 
tyger was still living, and at every crack 
of his bones, gave a feeble howl. Tho’ 
not loud, it was pitcous enough to pierce 
the most cruel heart, and make a man 
forget all his aversion to this species of 
‘animal, 

‘The monster next attempted to break 
the skull; but this proved so difficult « 
task, that being much fatigued and see- 
ing his prey in no condition tocscape. he 
left him for the night at the foot of the 
tree, and retired into it himself to rest. 
We then went home, leaving the poor 
tvger still alive, though mangled in this 
miserable manner. . 

(ro RE CONTINUED.) 





WHOLESOME REPROOF. 


As Bishop Leighton was one day travelling | 
in Scotland during a storm of thunder and 
ightning, he was seen at some distance by 
two men of bad characters. 


Tho’| 
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They had not} impudent. 
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one said, “TY will lie down by the way side, 

as if I were dead, and you shall inform the 

Bishop that I was killed by lightning, and 

beg money of him to bury me.” When the 

Bishop arrived at the spot, the wretch told 

him this false story. He sympathized with 

the survivor, gave him money and was pro- 
ceeding on. When the man returned to his 
companion, he found him really lifeless! He 
began immediately to exclaim aloud, ¢ Q, sir, 
he is dead! QO, sir, he is dead !” On this the 

Bishop discovering the fraud, left the man 

with this important reflection, ‘It is a dan- 

serous thing to trifle with the judgments of 

God.” 

——a> > ae 
REAL BENEVOLENC™. 

The following letter, written at Paris, by the 
late Dr. Benjamin Franklin, has been com- 
municated by the gentleman who received 
it. It affords an example of practical be- 
nevolence, worthy general imitation. 

April 22, 1784. 

I send you herewith a bill for 10 Louis d 
ors. I donot pretend to give such a sum; I 
only lend it to you. When you shall return 
to your country, you cannot fail of getting into 
some business that will in time enable -you to 
pay all your debts. In that case, when you 
meet with another honest man in similar dis- 


‘tress, you must pay me by lending this sum to 


him, enjoining him to discharge the debt b 


a like operation, when he shall be able, and . 


shall meet with another opportunity ; and I 
hope it may thus go through many hands be- 
fore it meets with a knave to stup its progress. 
This is a trick of mine, for doing a deal of 
good with a little money. I am not rich 
enough to afford much in good works, and so 
am obliged to be cunning, and make the most 
of a little. Aurora. 
— 
Those who know most are most desirous 
of knowledge. ‘The most virtuous are the 
most desivous of improvement in virtue. On 
the contrary, the ignorant think they know 
enough; and the vicious are, in their own 
opinion, good enough. 
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a It is the business of atrue philosopher te 


be ever subduing his passions and laying aside 
his prejudices. 

He who knows the world will not be too 
bashful. He who knows himself will not be 
Let no man complain of tue 


courage to rob him, but, wishing to adopt some | shortness of life, but he who can say he bas 
other method of extorting money from hjm,|never misspent an hour. 
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SS eee | wing, and continued flying around him with 


every appearance of determined anger: and 
although tive weeks have elapsed since the 


PROVIDENCE, DECEMBER, 1819. ‘fatal shot was fired, still the heroic bird con- 





'tinues to annoy Mr. D. wherever it can meet 


I : > ; ie 25 . ry oC ' 7 7 4 . 
7 The trial of lara ye aell for shoot- ‘with him, except on Sundays, when it does 
ing William Kane, at Fort Adams, in New-) not recognize him in a change of dress. On 


port, on the evening of the 4th of July last, 
before the Circuit Court of the United States 
for Rhode-Island District, sitting in this town, 
was completed on Monday the 22d ultimo, 
when the jury, after consulting about an hour, 
returned a verdict of guilty of murder. Lt 
appeared, on the trial, that this unfortunate 
young man was scarce 17 years of age. He 
had received little or no education or moral 
W hat an important lesson does 
this circumstance afford both to parents and 
children! Parents, reflect, how much the 
welfare of your children depends on the early 
instruction which you give them. Children, 


Sunday se’nnight, a party of gentlemen dined 
with \ir. D. and the foregoing circumstance be- 
ing wentioned, the relation was not credited 5 
particularly as Mr. D. walked out unmoles- 
ted by the bird, which was perched near the 
house. Being desirous of gratifying the cur- 





iosity of his visitors, Mr. D. changed his dress 
tothat which he usually wore during the week, 
‘and no sooner had he passed the threshold 
of the door, than the swallow darted full in 
his face, and continued to annoy him in the 
‘most daring manner, till he returned into the 
house. However extraordinary this circum- 


stance may appear, the respectability of our 


> . y Tors } y > sy a) . » . . 
consider what obligations you’ are under to jnformant is a sufficient voucher for its au- 
your parents when they perform their duty thenticity 
towards you in this respect, and how careful- | g 
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ly you ought to improve every advantage 
which they afford you. 


——-— 

The Savines Tnstiiution of this town went 
into operation on Saturday, 20th ult. The 
Treasurer attends at the Providence Bank 


every Saturday, from half past 12 to 2 o’clock. | 


By the late accounts from England, a por- 
tion of the people seem determined to effect a 
reform in their government. ‘This may pro- 
duce a revolution in that country. 


‘i 
The King of Spain has not yet ratified a 
treaty which his Minister negociated with us, 
ceding East and West Florida to the United 
States. Whether it will be ratified seems, 
at present, uncertain. 
nitions 

The people in several provinces of South- 
America stil] Continue at war with Spain in 
order to gain their independence. 

There have lately been three severe hur- 
ricanes in the West-Indies, which have de- 
stroyed much property and several lives. 

————aap © ee 
FROM THE ATHENEUM. 

About five weeks since, Mr. T. Diamond, 
of Brenciley, shot a hen-swallow, which was 
flying in the air accompanied by her mate. 


ryt . . 
Phe enraged partner immediately flew at! 


Nir. D. as if to revenge the loss he had sus- 
tained, and struck him in the face with its 
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THE MORALIST. 

it is necessary. my young friends, that you 
‘should now attend to the acquisition of use- 
fal knowledge, virteous principles, and cor- 
rect moral habits, for these will afferd an 
ample fund, and the only permanent fund of 
satisfaction to you, in the deciine of life.— 
Although it is reasonable and proper that you 
should partake of those innocent amusements 
which are suited to your age and condition, 
yet these should never become the main ob- 
jects of your pursuit. "They are like refresh- 
ments for the traveller on the road, which are 
not the objects of his journey. However you 
may roam frem one pleasure to anotier, 
charmed by a constant succession of gay ideas 
and pleasing anticipations, the bluom and 
vigour of youth will soon pass away, like the 
morning dew. * A young, a glowing Imagina- 
tion, like the evening sun-beams, may paint 
the darkest cloud with the most beautiful tints 
in nature. But nothing can shine with an 
essential and intrinsic brightness, with a 
steady, mild and undiminished lustye, but 
knowledge, virtue and religion. 
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Worthless is the man who is inexhaustible 

in evasions when he is called upon to do a 

rood thing, and teems with excuses when he 
has done a bad one. 


a 


Every flower of the field is a proof of God’s 
existence, an evidence of his power, and 2 
| hymn to his praise. 
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PORTBY. 


SVOW. 
0 come to the window, dear brother, and see, 
What mischief was done in the night ; ; 
The snow has quite cover’d the nice appietree, | 
And the bushes are sprinkled with white. 
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The old mossy wall, and the meadow so green, 
Are cover’d all over with white 5 

The beds in the garden no more can be seen, 
The thick snow has cover’d them quite. 


And see the poor birds how they fly to and fro, 
They’re come for their breakfast again 5 
Bat the littie worms all are hid under the show, 

They hop about chirping in vain. 


Then open the window, Ill throw them some | © 


bread, 
TV’ve some of my breakfast to spare 5 
I wish they would come to my hand to be fed, 
But they all fly away in the air. 
O, now, pretty birds, don’t be frighten’d,I pray, 
You shall not be hurt (ll engage ; 


[’m not come to catch you and take you away, | 


And fasten you up in a cage. 


I wish yon could know you’ ve no cause for 
alarm, 

From me you have nothing to fear ; . 
Why, my little fingers would do you no harm, 

Although you came ever so near. 
Vain man, attempt not with presumptuous mind 
th’ Aimighty to explore, or how the world 
Was at his fiat form’d, since *twill surpass 
All human measure ever to define 
Thy God’s existence, ur his works to scan: 
How this vast globe self-balane’d hangs,or how 
The lofiy arch of heav’n unprop’d remains 
Emmoveable !—This., this is far above 
Thy grov’ling thought! Then silently adore, 
With awful reverer uce, the Power. ‘Supreme. 
RIDDLES. 
In spring T look gay, 
Jeck’d in comely array $ 
ja summer more clothing I wear; 
When colder it grows, 
1 throw off my clothes; 
And in winter quite naked appear. 
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Two twins we are, and (let it not surprize ) 
Alike 1 in ev'ry feature, shape and size ; 
We're square or round, of brass or iron made, 
Sometimes of wood, and of much use in trade 
But, to conclude, for all our daily pains, 
We, by the neck, ave often hung in chains. 
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What is that which has been to-morrow 
and will be yesterday ? 
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AMECDOTES. 


A thief having stolen a cup out of a tavern 
was arrested, and a great mob collected around 
him. A by-stander was asked what was 
the matter? “ Nothing,” answered he, “only 
a poor fellow has taken a cup too much.” 





A celebrated lawyer said to another, “if 
what you advance be law, I will go home and 
burn my books ;” “ you had better go home 
and read them,” replied the other. 


False emphasis.—A writer on English 
grammar gives the following example of false 
emphasis. A clergyman, on reading the 27th 
verse of 13th chap. of the I. Kings, generally 
placed the emphasis on the words printed in 
italics; And he spake to his sons, saying, 
saddle me the ass, and they saddled him. 


——- - 


A man who kept a tippling house asked a 
neighbor what he should put upon his sign, 
“ Write,” said his neighbor, “ Beggars made 
here.” 

An impertinent young fellow, sitting at ta- 
ble over against the learned John Scott, asked 
him what difference there was between Scott 
and sot? Just the breadth of this table, ans- 
wered he. — 

A schoolmaster in a country village, who 
formerly acted as barber to the village, was 
disputing with the parish clerk on a point of 
crammar: ‘It is a downright barbarism,” 
said the clerk : “Barbarism !” replied the 
pedagogue, * do you meanto insult me? A 
barber speaks as good English as a parish 
clerk any day.” 





























There is no end tothe inconveniences arising from 
the want of punctuality. Take care to form a habit 
of punctuality when young, and it will be perfectly 
easy ever afterwards. It will inspire general confi- 
dence and respect. It is like gold, the more valuable 
to its possessor on account of its scarcity. It is ever 
drawing interest, and is liable to no depreciation. 





He, who is always to be waited for, is cither indolent 
negligent, proud, or all together. 





He, who, in the presence ofa great man, treats you 
as if you were not present, is himself equally proud 
and little. 
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Printed for | the Editor, at the office of the 
;| Providence Patriot, and issued in the first 


week of every month. Terms, 50 cents per 
annum. 
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